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BY ANNE RITTENHOUSRE,

HERE Is much of the spirit ef
medievalismm  as  well as |is
‘actual presence in the fashions
of the hour.

it is masculine medievalism, not
feminine. It I8 an old story, more
than twice told, that the designers of
the last four years have drawp their
Inspiration for women's clothes from
the costumes worn by men in the
centuries that preceded this one. It
has proved a rich fleld. We have plow-
ed it, dug up treasures in It and used
many & spade and hoe to unearth
nuggets of inspiration.

It s never a dead past. The de-
signers keep it alive in the minds of
women more than the historians keep

it mlive in the memories of 1 en. This
is the reason that it may be saflely
sald that nothing new has been in-

vented In apparel in the last hundred
vears. It only appears new to each
gengration, It puts on an attractive
gulse of youth like sujne Faust who
has drunk of a miracle brew, but it
has really been through a few centu-
ries of existence.
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What's the odds? 1f it appears new
to us, ir it has an air of pristine
freshness, if il excites the imagina-
tion, lures coin from the purse, and
nids and abets the dressmaker in
making a fortune, then who cares
how old it Is? History repeate it-
self—why not fashion?

Often 1he designers do not even
tauke the trouble to turn the old into
something that resembles an unusual
novélty., They realize that the human
memory ig about the shortest sense
that man possesscs, g0, trusting to this,

they merely offer a tunic, a hoopskirt,
a kimono, a sash, high boots, flat-
heeled slippers, garlands of roses,

panniers of tulle and backless bodices
in a sequence of faszhions.

The public talks of n skirt that is
wide at hips and narrow at hem s
though it were a garment new as the
telephone at its Invention; there are
women interested in daguerreoipes
who look back upon the family album
with sadness and merriment, and say
of certain fashifons that they were
worn by their grandmothers as If that
finlshed them, but, after all, the gen-
cral lmpression concerning the vast
kaleidoscope of style is vague.

Upon this vagueness rests the suc-
cegs of a thousand dressmakcers, In
the last three years the fashions have
been old enough to be Interesting.

The civil war is too close upon our
heels, the Franco-Prussian war is still
# fresh memory in the minds of the
tiving, the American Indian has been

perirayed at fancy dress parties until

*e novelty of the costume I8 lost
nd there are some In this country
who still shudder at the name and the
apparel). Therefore, when the de-
sigiiers discarded the epochs that
were dimly fading into shadows be-
hind us and reached down iuto the
depths of human history to pull out
clothes that reeked «f the tenth cen-
tury, from Venlce Lo London, they
made the public gasp.

We knew nothing of tunics and
lerkjns, of armholes thai ram to the
waist, of chemise frocks,
sllk ropes as girdles, of sandwich
panels that were dropped down back
and front of an underslip that had
long sleeves to the knuckles.

HBold embroldery, braiding with gilt
galloon, ' ernamentation with straw
were decided novelties to us. They
were not revolutions like the long
trousers worn by the tnen of the di-
rectoire period, or the plateau of
straw worn by a king to keep the
taln from his head, or the long tights
1o the thighs that the fighters of
Great Britaln took up s substitutes
for the clinging robes that flapped
around men's ankles, or even the
leather shoes that had brass eyelets
through which lacets were run, as
substitutes for the long woolen stock -
ing with its foot part extended five
inches beyond the big toe.
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The world had made its startling
revolutions in style before we breath-
¢d en this planet and there have been
none so bold snd none 50 clever as to
threaten to c\erturn them, with the
single exception of the introduction
of trousers into feminine apparel.

Along that line we huve gone far.
The riding -breeches which once
shoeked the community were the pre-
cursors of an accepted form of ap-
mn'oll for women who indulge in
sports, Shades of Mrs. Bloomer and
Dr. Mary Walker! All that these
Women did to emancipate women from
skirts failed entirely until the sport-
ing life In the open air became cor-
rect and fashionable for all women
whe desired {o he lovely and healthy.

We have not originated, therefore,
but merely revived forgotlten gar-
nments,

In the last two years th&®Lulk of
the fashions' have heen founded on
clothes worn in Grezt Britala and
France in the middie ages, and surely
few but the students knew aught of
thee,

The chemise robe made of rough
material and girdled around the waist
With a cord, the frock the Countess
of Jersey wore when she milked her
cows in those long ago centuries, has
been too frequently seen on our
streets and in the most polite gather-
IbEs to cause astonishment. The

wointed shoes, which are am American

of heavy.
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The figure at the left shows a short=
skirted aport freck eof leather amd
suede in a dead leaf brewn. The tm-
nie Ata the fgure ke the jersey eof
other days, and iy girdled with a nar-
row belt of Mussiam leather with a
black buckle. The ateckings are of
ribbed brewn weel nnd the shoen are
tam eoler bmili in the Seeottish golf
shape.

production, are copies of those weorn
by peasants when William the Con-
queror ruled in England. They were
woven In the kitchen at that time,
but today they cost anywhere from
$15 up.

Thus it was that the designers ran-
sacked those ancient days in the Brit-
ish Isles, when men were strong and
women fair and fighting was the rule,
for fashionas to offer to a gay, weslthy,
overcivilized set of women during an
era of bloodshed that had not been
equaled in the entire stretch of the
middle ages.

Upon this medieval severity with
ite sumptuous embrolderies and gov-
geous fabrics was grafted the somber,
but splendid, apparel of old Russia.
Anclent again, these designs for the
most modern of women. Peter the
Great may have banished the costume
of the Bayards from the court of St
Petersbhurg and Instituted the gay and
almost feminine brilllancy of the
French costumes for men, but the
neasants clung to that which the no-
bles rejected; so when Adolph Bohmn
and Lean Bakst brought into Paris
the splendid Slavie costumes, Paria
was ready to accept them with mora
enthusiasm than Peter the Great’s
nobles gave to the French costumes
centuries ago,

With the general acceptance of the
costumes of a day that was so differ-
ent from ours, except in its fighting,
there came about & tendency on the
part of women to wear masculine
attire more than ever, They did net
know it was the contour chosen hy
the men who have made this world
what it is, but they looked upon it
with more favor than upon frilis and
fiounces, blue ribbons and boned hod-
fcen, precious laces and cameo pins,

They imagined that their type diad
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T‘E' figure mext weurs a (anciful sport inmie of pl:.l nuede, heavily
fringed und holdly emibroldered In pale yellow weol. 'The coliur Is wide and
tolded like n hood abont the ahonlders. There In a fringed givdie tied at

the side,
not go well with this latter frivolity
of dress. They thought of it enly as

the especial kind of French costumei'y
that had led its lenders Lo the guil-
lotine,

And now that wemen have hecome
accustomed to severity of eut, to
scantiness of meaterial, to the corset-
less figure, and even to the bobbed
hair of the pages of the middle ages,
the dressmakers offer them one more
bone, as it were, to please thelr ap-
petites until there comes & change of
sartorial diel. Which means that Italy
of the fifteenth century has ite in-
nings. ) '

That is why we wear leather. It
may secm a long cry from the leather
coat briskly worn by a smart young
woman on a shopping tour to the
acrolls of anclent leather placed upon
Florentine c¢lothes; but the two have
u common bhond. One sponsored the
other, or rather, one was.responsible
for the other,
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like rumor, has a way of
gelting out of hand. It runs away
from ite sources and breaks inte o»
dozen rivulets. It ig often hard to trace
its beginning.

This is the case when one realizes
the4 Lthe leather jacket worn with a
homespun skirt instead of a coat is
one of the rivuleta that came from
the original introduction of fifteenth
century Italian cut-out work six
months ago.

When the disigners took it into thelr
heads to go back to romantic Itely
for unusual combinations in color and
ornamentation and found leather
work as a suggestion for clever ideas,
they rather eoverdid . the fashion,

-Fashlon,

However, It may be necessary to draw
large In order to attract the publie's
altention. ;

There were two firms in France last
August who came out at the begin-
ning of the season with whole cos-
tumes of leather. These were Ber-
nard apd Martial et Armand. Their
exhibitions came early in the month,
and leather, plain and perforated, was
the most unusual thing they offered.

Each house had evening capes of
leather, one had a hunting pink leath-
er blouse trimmed with fur and cut
low in the neck, and both houses had
walstcoats and simple hlouger of
white and colored leathier. Bands of
perforated leather were put on redin-

gotes, they (irimmed the front of
skirts, and were used on sleeves. A
white leather frock was so entirely

covered with the cut-out pattern that
its eombination with chiffon did not
seem unsuitable. It wasx really evan-
escent in itself,

The Americans thought thal leather
blouges would be the decided fashion
offered by the French that we would
accept on Lhis continent, bul, as far
a8 the season has gone, we have not
taken it up. We have run off on a
track of our own. We looked at
leather as a new fashion, considered
it carefully, then decided that we
would accept il in ah American man-
ner, Instead of perforated evening
coats of white leather, we made short,
dashing jackets of thin brown leather
and added tan homespun skirts and
Russian leather high shoes to muke
up & atreet costume.

Ad a substitute for a pink kid pep-
lum blouse trimmed with browmn fur,
which is really an exceedingly sntirac-

Jacket

eather ‘Coats Replace Those of CF@th

Fashion for a New Kind of Leather as the First Aid to a Tailored Suit.
New Coats Are Worn With Homespun Skirts—Several
Shades of Deep Brown.

tive costume and gheould be ai\-en more
popularity, we took up jerkins of tan
velvet, belted them with embroiderad
girdles, and used them much in the
Aame way that a warrvior of the mid-
Jdie ages used his breastplaie. The

sleeves that emerged from the sides

of the leather jerkin were sometimes
of knitted wool, belonging to a aweat-
ér or a frock.

‘These breastplates of heavy tan
leather have proved effective in wine-
ter sports worn over gowns of ribbed
woel in the green of spring trees, and
there ure green ribbed stoekings and
heavy tan broganas to eomplete the
costume,
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The observer feels thal this con-
stant usge of leather on the sireet in
ithe lform of Jackets and skirts is a
harbinger of spring fashions. It may
he that when the warm days arvive
we will take up the French idea—
which will then be nearly a year old—
io make blouses of perforated kid and
frim choffon frocks with it; but at
the present moment we are more con-
cerned  with combating the weather

and we find that leather does that
very well,
Last season a woman wore her

brother's army coat; put beneath it
any old skirt she possessed, and call-
ed it a rainy-day costume. Bul the

titilors have taught hér better than .,

that. They have brought out a num-

her of rainy-day coats in leather and

whole sujts of it in order that the
tailored suit, which is sueh a great
expense these days, may hg saved for
highdays and holidays, or ‘rather, for
gunshine and dry streets. Instead of
the army coat, heavily made and
clumsy in appearance, the tailors of-
fer leather jackets cul to the figure,
made of supple kid, with belts, pock-
ctr, high collars, and a decided fenmje
nine air.

The smart thing is to have a whole
suit of leather, the skirt cut exaggers-
aledly plain and short with seams

down each side, the hem just touch- |

ing = pair of heavy leather boots put
over tan colored wool stockings; the
above the skirt is double-
breasted and has army pockets thag
really carry bundles. This suit can be
crumpled up In the hand. If the
jacket is not warm enough for a bit-
ter day, one slips a brushed wool
swealer under it.

The woman who cannot afford a
whole suit of leather tries to content
herself with the jacket; but she no
longer wears this with any old kind
of skirt that hangs in the wardrobe.
She obtains a thick English homespun
skirt made with wide, lapped seams,
four rows of stitchihg, and a deep
hem either broadly stitched or invisi-
bly ecaught.

The tallors are not hesitant in offer-
ing knee-length and hip-length leath-
er coarts as a substitute for cloth
coats. They secem to be able to get
hold of the jackels of leather eaxily
and, therefore, spare themselves the
time, labor and expense, to say noth-
ing of the irritation and disappoint-
ment, of having a ccrt made in the
workrooms,

Every ' womsn kriows that'a taflored
jucket is*quite the most difficult gar-:
mént to get right in the whole gamut
of women's apparvel. Thousands of
tailors hoast perfection "along ' this
line, hundreds fall short of it., Some
who boast do not know hew teo put
in a sleeve, others who demand high
prices do not know how to arrange a
shoulder seam, those whe insist that
no one is superior to them often gut
an underarm seam too short and are
not sufficlently competent to com-
pletely flatten the hem of the jacket.
and there are literally hundreds who
do not know how to pose a collar,

It is at the armhele and the collar
that the vast majority of tailors fail.
To pay $300 for m coat suit today
doesa net guaraniee one a perfecily
posed’ collar mor & sleeve that hils
the wrist at the right place. And
think of $300 for & suit!

L A A

If men had to pay that price there
would be a revolution. Women pay it
throughout the cities of this eonii-
uent, and though they protest, they
do not countermand the orders,

A man's suit consiats of three pleces,
while & woman’'s suit has only two;
the skirt of a woman's tailored suit
is not as difficult to make as trousers;
the same Is true of the coat; there in
slight difference in the amount of mu-
terial used; vet a well dreksed

mumn -

can get 8 well built suit for $100 and .

consider that he pays a high price,
whereas & woman starts at $200 this
season and is asked nemrly $109 |r
there is fur.

Is it any wonder that with sueh
staggering conditions facing us, the
leather cot takes the place of the
cloth jacket? That it is = fashion
which ix sponsored by the hest tailors
as well as those women who st
snoop around, as it were, to find out
where they can get the maximum ef-
fect for the minimum price.

These leather jackets are not cheapm
The best sell for about $90 at the ex-
clusive departmenl shops and for $125
in some of those gray salons where
French clothes are shown.

Army couts modified from regula-
tion are cheaper. They can bhe bought
#l the sporting houses and are worn
by athleti¢ women who wrdopt actual
bad wenther clothes that give seiviea
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